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FILE COMPARATOR Copyright PDRL/Dillon

1.0 OGensral

The Compare Frogram comparss twe Ffiles sither on the same or on
different volumes., Start up Ffrom reset with a copy of the supplied
volumz in drive 1. Alternatively snsure that the xtras file on the

supplied volume is linked into Sup=2rBASIC on wour system and enter

gxec mdvi_compare_bin
bor &s appropriate. The program will compare your two selected files,
working in sectors of S12 characters a2 time,
2.0 Initial Prompts
¥ou are first reguired to identify the relsvant device or devices and
the names of the two +ilss to be compared. The prompts and responses
arei device type of first file f/m/fk/Fr/w/D:

for flp/mdv/fFdi/ram/winchester/other.

I+ "other’ vyou will be reguired teo specify soch device, FPress the
appronriats lettep,

Mot device number of first file {1-4&):
Fress the appropriale numbar,

M

It

whi name of +irst file:
Type the full nams (including any suffix) and EMNTER.
Fapzat for the second file.
Mowt! from beginning of both files (y/n):
EMTER or *v* tp tonfirmi 'n° ta start ons or eather +from a later
position. I+ the responss is *n' vow are asked to type a number for the
firgt fils + ENTER. The prowmpt being:
start point of +irst fite:
The numbesr to be entered represents the number of characters from the

file be=ginnhing. The procedure iz identical +for the second file. ENTER
defanlts to the beginning of the +ile.
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3.0 The Freogram at Work

Each sector {of 512 characters) is displayed in the display panels, one
above thes other. The top bannse displays the name of file, the length
ir character numbers and the start position of the current  sector
callsd to the scras=sn.

The program suppresses the LINEFEED character in the display pansls.

Linefeed (EMTER) in the fils data is visually converted to a sid=ways
arrow. :

The display mods defaults to ’character’ showing 512 characters at a
time 4rom each fils. The user may switch at any time to Decimal D (20
characters displaye=d) or Hsx H (128 charscters displayed), or back to
Charactsr wmode €.

3.t Colour Cpdes

Matching seguences are displaysd gresn On black, wmis-matches as white
an red, Onlv sectors containing a mis-match are displayed. If there are
no mis-matches the display pansls will not change., The compare function
can b sesn to bs operatirg by the changse of sector start position
rumbering.

4.0 Mismatch

I+ there is a mismatch in the sectors currently being compared, the
pffending ssctors are displayesd and the program paUSss for furthsr
instructinons. You have a choice of conbtinuting with the comparison,
a2ligning a passase of text from one  of the ssctors with Lthe othar,
respeiticning ong or both of the files, or guitting.

4.1 To Reposition

By deprescsing F2 youw can reposition sither File by as many characters
as vou know (ar guess) wWill bs necessary to restore both files to thes
sams {(logical) places in the text, Your first choice is to reposition
the top displaved file, forward by typing the pumber, backward by
tvyping - {(ileadina minus) followsd by the number, and then ENTER. I+ the
tnp 4ile is to remain in thes sams position Press EMTER. In sither event
you are how fiven the opportunity of repositioning the bottom displaved
file using the same method,
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4,2 To Align

Bv depressing F3  yow can  align ang part of either of the displaved
emctors with the other., A sliding double panel now appEars belaw the
display panels chowing the first displayed line nt each sector as set
put in the display panels. Left and right arrows move throughn the
sector of the top displayed +file aone character at a time., SHIFT and
left or right arrows move throuwgh the sector one 'line' {83 charactiers
- to 2llow =2 | character overlap) at & time. You cannot move owt of
the sector using the align cowmmand.

To move around the bnittom displaved sector  press ALT together with
left/right arrows and/or SHIFT as before.

When the alignment is satisfactory, the user may continue the
comparison by pressing ENTER. If you get in & mess, simply press ESC.

4.% Partial Comparison

There is one $urthesr option on the method of comparison, I+ you know
that vwou are comparing “line oriented’ files {e.9. text files such as
Acsenbler spurce, SuperBABIC source, Editor ftiles or whatever), yOull Can
tall the program to  ignore  any mis-matches occurring within “n?’
characters ot the start of the line.

This is partizularly ussful  for comparing different versions of Lhe

szame SupsrPASIC program, whsre the introduction ot only one ling
followed bv a renumbsr would ctherwise rander the comparison tedious
and ronsiderably less effective. This "ripple’ effect on line numbars
raussd by the deletion or introduction ot one or more lines can be
svoidead,

This mechanism is inveked by typing °I" - for Ignore, The toilowing
prompt will appear: "Ignore how many leading Chars per linel "

Twne in any humber yow thoose. The pumber will tvypically bs between O
=nd 5, but may be any positive integer oOr zZ=r0.
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=0 Oiher Information

The prompts availeble at any siage Df the program operation are clearly
displayed, F1 az ususl is the HELP button. ESC will leave the program
2t any tims. Redraw will retresh the scresn if yow have multi~tasking
capabilitiss and have temporarily left the program far another job.

&,0 Final Report

When the comparison is complete or the program aborted (by ESC) ths
total pumber of character mismaktches and characters scanned 15
digplay=d,

7.0 The Supplied Program

The supplizd program is writtern in SuperBASIC and compiled using TUREO
from Digital Fregision.

The files on the supplied volume are:

compare_doc
boot
compare_bin
®xtras

rempirdzr: the xtras file must be looded and linksd into  the @ f THOR
before compare_bin is exscutsd. The boot  progvam SNsUPEs that this is
the case. I+ the TURED Toolkit is available on the system in usa, then
there is no need to load the supplied extensions.
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